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Aims of the session 

• To develop understanding of how children 
learn to read. 

• To develop knowledge and understanding of 
synthetic phonics 

• To enable enjoyable and effective support of 
home reading 

• To contribute to accelerated reading 
progress 
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Why Reading? 

 

 

Reading is the most important 
skill children learn at school 
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Why is reading so difficult? 

• English – 26 letters, each with a lower case 
and upper case representation (52). 

• 44 different phonemes. 
• Phonemes represented in different ways: i 

(find), y (cry), igh (light), i-e (bite). 
• Same letter (grapheme) used to represent 

many different phonemes: tough, ought, 
cough, drought, bough, dough. 

• Many irregular words: was, said, they, have, 
were, there, laugh. 



What’s in a name? 
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Strategies 
• Sight Vocabulary of known words 

(remembered by whole appearance) 
• Phonic Skills to decode unknown, regular 

words (donkey, travelling, umbrella) 
• Semantic cues – using the meaning of the 

text to help with difficult words 
• Syntactic cues – using the sentence 

structure to help decide what sort of word it 
is (noun, verb, etc.) 

• Intonation – to help with our understanding 
as we read 

• Fluency – which enables us to absorb the text 
as we read. 
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Subskills of Successful Reading 

• Word recognition – dog 

• Decoding – d-o-g 

• Comprehension – extracting author’s 
meaning from the text. 
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Phonic Teaching 

• j, g, ge, dge * 

  

• sh, ti, ch, * 

 

• ghuti  ?   

 

 

 



Ghuti 

• Gh – cough             F 

• u – busy                 I 

• ti – station            SH 

 

Fish 
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At home 

• Show your own love of reading 

• Read to your child 

• Keep picture books 

• Re-read to develop fluency and 
expression 

• Use the pictures and context 

• Discuss the story before you even start 
– ‘walk through the book’ 
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Pause, Prompt, Praise 
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Glossary of Terms 

• Phoneme – pure sound capable of changing meaning in 
a language, e.g.  ‘sh’. The smallest unit of sound. 

• Phonological Awareness – perception of the word as 
a series of sounds 

• Graphemes – letters used to represent the phonemes 
• Phonics – phonological awareness + knowledge of 

alphabetic code 
• Synthetic Phonics – start with letters, convert to 

sounds and blend to produce words (reading). This 
supports the development of phonological awareness. 

• Digraph – two letters making one phoneme, e.g. ‘ch’ 
• Trigraph – three letters making one phoneme, e.g. ‘igh’ 

 



What makes a good reader? 
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Why Guided Reading? 

• Research indicates that role of the teacher is 
crucial for decoding and comprehension – 
direct instruction and modelling 

• Allows for differentiated focused teaching. 

• Children are grouped by their learning needs 

• Provides significantly more teaching time for 
each child. 

• Children independently complete task at their 
own pace. 
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60% 

I libbled spig in the croopit on a Morfilp 
hicklepulg. It was the filp after we 
yambled into Huphlup Greep. The webble 
was yisking. Blord had ippen we’d be 
yambling just in shrud for the exime. 
Troosey ugo was there. Just me. The 
greks were inside the volda with yabba 
Hoost, mirriming about the diggle. 
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90% 

I libbled him in the garage on a Sunday 
hicklepulg. It was the day after we moved into 
Falconer Greep. The winter was ending. Mum 
had said we’d be moving just in shrud for the 
spring. Troosey else was there. Just me. The 
others were inside the house with Yabba 
Death, worrying about the baby. 

 
90% accuracy for guided reading 
 
(Understanding of vocabulary necessary to comprehend text.) 
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Facilitating Book Talk 
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Reading is a creative process 

It involves children in: 
• generating imaginative ideas 
• discovering and making connections 
• exploring and experimenting 
• asking questions 
• trying alternative or different approaches 
• looking at things from other points of view 
• making connections and seeing relationships 
• reflecting critically on ideas, actions and 

outcomes 
 

 



Make reading  

a fun time 
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Thank You 
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